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Student Agency in Communication and Working Together
Seirei Christopher Kodomoen Teacher : Nadine Okada

In the Lion class, when a student shows interest in
exploring a topic, we stand beside them in their
exploration, gently supporting them as they grow in
using their agency.

Two students decided to write a story about a
rocket ship. They drew pictures together and asked a
teacher to help them write their collaborative tale.
They began working through what it means to
collaborate. One would write an idea, and the other
would sometimes have an idea that was off topic. At
that point, they would stop and regroup, and then
they would talk about where the story was going so
that it could all fit
together.

Then, their ideas
progressed to want-
ing to build their own
rocket ship. As teach-
ers, we made known
to the other students
that a rocket was
being made, but we

let them choose what to do about it.
Other students began using their own
agency to show an interest in joining the rocket build.
They began thinking about their communication and
taking risks with it.

While the students use various languages, which
presents natural challenges when words don't flow
easily, they consistently demonstrate deep thought
about their communication in order to play together.
This is evidenced by them trying out the language
they are less familiar with, or sometimes checking
how to phrase a request in the language they are
learning before speaking to their classmates.

Despite their differences in language and perspec-
tive, they consistently demonstrate deep thought
about their communication in order to pursue the
shared goal of playing together. When we as teachers
allow the students to interact naturally in
the midst of their exploration, they have
the space to use their agency by chal-
lenge themselves in areas of communica-
tion, collaboration, and risk taking.
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